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SurJahan (earlier known as Sufi Sutra) is a World Peace Music Festival developed by
banglanatak dot com, a 20 years old Kolkata-based social enterprise specializing
in Culture and Development. “Music for All & Music for Peace” is the Mantra of this
non-commercial festival which celebrates cultural diversity. Music teams from 30
countries and 10 states of India have participated since its inception in 2011. Each
year 5-6 international bands participate in the festival, which has day-time cultural
exchange workshops and evening concerts. Rural handicraft and traditional folk
artists also participate in the festival, creating an ambience of a carnival. More than
10,000 persons attend the festival every day in Kolkata. It has been termed as a
‘people’s festival’ by the media worldwide and has evolved as a head liner festival
in both Kolkata and Goa.

10 Years, 32 Countries

Afghanistan | Azerbaijan | Bangladesh | Brazil | Burkina Faso' ;

Cape Verde | Cyprus | Czech Republic | Denmark | Egypt | Ethiopia ’

Finland | Hungary | India | Iran | Italy | Morocco | Northern Ireland - k J/

Poland | Portugal | Reunion Island | Russia | Scotland  Senegal %‘ouih "'- ,
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Azerbaijan

In Azerbaijan State Ensemble of Ancient Musical
Instruments presented the musical culture of Azerbaijan.

In Sakina Ismayilova, an excellent performer of

Mugam repertoire, showcased the music of Azerbaijan.
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'Bangladesh

In ', Banglar Lalon Goshthi led by Anust

Bengali folk and
Tagore's songs.
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Brazil

Embaixada Cultural, a network dedicated to
cultural activism and diplomacy, presented
the Samba band Projeto Sarava. It was an
instant hit in 2015.

Movambo presented a combination of
traditional Afro-Brazilian dance and
music in 2016.




& | Burkina Faso

Mamadou I*ate and Perc.on Mania
created an osphere of mesmerizing musical
splendour with their powerful African Balafon
rhythms and chants in 2016.



Cape Verde

Mario LUcio a multi-instrumentalist, singer, songwriter and
WOMEX Lifetime award winner presented his music in

- -




% Coreyah

Mario Lucio a multi-instrumentalist, singer, songwriter
and WOMEX Lifetime award winner presented his music
in 2020.




Cyprus

t'- Monsieur Doumani a three member band presented
*‘-}- ‘ traditional Cypriot songs in 2019.




Czech Republic

In 2017, BraAgas presented traditional songs
from Southern Europe, the Mediterranean,
the Balkans & Scandinavia.




Denmark

In 2012, The Orient West Choir presented music enriched by the
traditions of Denmark, Norway, Sweden, palestine and Israel.

In 2014, Radiant Arcadia, an all-women group, reflected their
roots, faith, ethnicity, cultural upbringing and aspects that shape
their lives and misic.

In 2015, Serenas, a delightful band of seven women
musicians, rocked the show with many

, from the audience tapping their feet to the pulsating
‘ . music and songs.

In 2017, Virelai, a folk music band, presented the’
beauty of music, poetry and dance’ through an

n the audience tapping th
pulsating mus
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Egypt

Amer Eltony and his Troupe Mawlawiyah
participated in 2011, 2013, 2015, 2019
and 2023,

Elkawmeya Folkloric Music Troupe
performed in 2012,



Finland

Tuuletar, an all-women A Cappella band
participated in 2018.




(7
-4 Ddlinda, This band has three women, Sara Timar, Fanni Eszter
Nadasdy and Julianna Erzsebet Paar as lead singers and their music
represents a celebration of womanhood and feminine energy -
based on the traditional tunes of Hungarian folk music. 2020.
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Hungary

S6ndorgd, led by Aron Eredics and Katalin Tompos, presented an
excellent musical journey comprising of traditional, fiddle-led
Hungarian repertoire and lost music of Balkans in 2012.

Romengo led by Monika Lakatos presented gypsy folk songs with
their unique sound in 2016.

Muzsikas, one of the oldest World Music Bands of Hungary and
WOMEX awarded band, led by Daniel Hamar participated in 2018.

Babra, led by Benedek Réti presented their new music with a spirit
of traditional South Slavic music in 2019.




Iran

In 2071, Baran Ensemble presented music of love,
divinity and mysticism.

Ghazal Sufi Ensemble, an all-women team, was a "
o big hitin “07 . '

N ,
'« Win-bang presented Iranian mystical music in 2074, ‘




Italy/ Ethiopia

Atse Tewodros Project, an ltaly-Ethiopia fusion folk music
collaboration led by Gabriella Ghermandi, participated in 2018.




Morocco

In 2012, Marouane Haijji et L'Ensemble Akhawane B
presented the rich Moroccan Sufi traditional T &
songs that date back to 7" century AD. - i

Hadarrattes Soviriyattes, an all-women _ -
team, presented Hadra traditional
music in 2015.



Portugal

Mu, a top class folk-based world music band, -
presented traditional folk music in 2014. f

Karrossel presented the passion of folk dance
and music based on collections and research
from Portugal and all over Europe in a
spectacular performance in 20164.



Northern Ireland

Madagadn a four member team led by Jason O'Rourke presented
traditional Irish music in collaboration with Goan musician Divya
Naik in 2019.

Madagdn a four member team led by Jason O'Rourke presented
traditional Irish music in 2023.
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Poland

Muzykanci, one of the most original folk bands
led by Jan Slowinski in the Polish music world,
participated in 2018.

RLD PEACE MUSIC Fla"



Reunion Island

Danyel Waro, Musician and poet Danyel
Waro is known to sing Creole with
unparalleled passion and emotion.

in 2020.




Russia

Otava Yo, a well known world music band from
Russia, presented traditional folk music including
humorousrhymes andrituals and enthralled

the audiencein and




Scotland

With traditional songs, original compositions and
contemporary melodies, Cherry Grove presented
Scotland’s most exciting folk ensemble in 201 4.




Senegal

Cheikh Lo, WOMEX life time award winner and a
living legend rooted in the world of African folk
music, representing a mix of mbalax, reggae and
soukous influences, participated in 2018.




South Korea

Coreyah is a multiple awards
winning Korean and world music
ensemble consisting of six

members in 2020



Spain

In 2013, Pinana Brothers presented Flamenco music
with the dancer Nadia Marquez Mora.

Flamenco team El Bola enchanted the audience yet
again in 2014,

Liona & Serena Strings a six member band presented
fusion music with Jewish Sephardic feel in 2019.




Sweden

In 2014, Barkbroder presented the traditional music of Sweden.
In 2017, Ale Moller Quartet presented Scandinavian & Swedish folk music.

In 2017, Ellika Solo Rafael presented a unique musical mix of Sweden,
Senegal and Mexico.

In 2020, Ale Moller Quartet presented Scandinavian & Swedish folk music.
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Tajikistan 4

Somon Ensemble presented rich
traditional folk music in 2011.




[ ] [ ]
Tunisia
Mechket led by Slim Baccouche

presented Tunisian Sufi chant music in
2013 and 2015.



UK

ZIK'R, a world music band based on
Flamenco Fusion led by Karen Ruimy and
Youth was the centre of altractionin 2015.



USA

American Sufi Project transmitted a taste
of divine love and interconnectedness
based on the Sufi qualities of devotion and
contemplation through their music in 2016.




dhra Pradesh, India

The purity of Raagas and measured tones and Taals
by the Warsi Brothers from Hyderabad provided true
nourishment for the soul through their Qawwali

_ presented in 2011 and 2016 (in Goa).



Bihar, India

Khan Brothers from Maner Sharif presented a rare collection of
old Ghazals and Sufi Qalams of the 16" century saint
Hazrat Rukmuddin Ishq of Patna in 2014,




\ Delhi, India

hruv Sangari and Team presented a repertoire of
p ersian, Arabic, Punjabi, Hindi and Urdu poetry in
- b *2011.

-

f2012 & 2018 got a pure taste of Qawwali and the
- soul of Sufi music from Nizami Khusro Bandhus, a
team from Nizamuddin Dargah.



Goa, India

Goan Musicians and folk artists participated at all
editions of Sur Jahan held in Goa, 2015-19.
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','1._ < oy Sidi Goma, the Black Sufis of Gujarat, “ x j
~Ll v presented their native African music v

oY ]
styles and rituals in 2013 and 2015. R |
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Kashmir, India

The pure verses of folk, Sufiyana and Rouf by
Kashmir Music Society was a delight in 2012.




Punjab, India

In 2014 & 2017 Ranjhan Ali Qawwal and Team
from Punjab presented Qawwali.




Uttar Pradesh, India

Haji Mohammed Ahmed Khan Warsi and Group
from Rampur, Uttar Pradesh, presented some dulcet
Qawwali songs in 2011.




Rajasthan, India

In , Mirs from the Bikaner, Rajasthan, sang some delectable numbers
from the compositions of Indian Sufi poets, Kabir, Amir Khusro, Bulleh Shah,
Lalon Fakir and Khwaja Moinuddin Chisti.

The blissful bounty of the Sufiyana Kalam and Punjabi folk songs by the

Langas of Rajasthan was a feast for music aficionados in ~and
& #_ In , the Sufi team from Rajasthan, Shakoor Khan Sufi, sang Rajasthani
f - \ and Marwar folk songs and Sufiyana Kalam. -
A K, -

£ 1w « In2020, The Manganiyars and Langa sing Rajasthani folk song, Marwar Lok
/ geet and Sufiyana Kalam.

, Mirs from the Bikaner, Rajasthan.
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West Bengal, India

Since inception in 2011, Baul Fakirs of Bengal
participated at the festival. The Baul
philosophy which is based on ‘Self Searching’
and overcoming the divide of religion, caste,
class, gender is essentially the soul of Bengal.
Sur Jahan celebrates this spirit of Baul along
with Cultural Diversity of India.

-\ Folks of Bengal is an initiative of
p\ banglanatak dot com MusiCal, started in

2014, presents folk based World Music with

both new and traditional compositions
involving folk musicians of Bengal coming
from different genres like Bhawaiyaq,
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Day tlme workshop, Goa
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Workl Prace Music Festival Kolkata, Goa and Jaipur
Sur Jdahan from 5-7 Feb in Goa to Host World Peace Music M?HHKQ HaponOoB MHpa

Festival Sur Jahan
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8 A performer from Egypt at the
three-day world peace music
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Flamenco, qawaali & other marvels
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KOLEATA: Modd Spamiah singer
Composer-guilaris Asgelin
Crrbarire] Sevramo wes playing
flampsen tunes |n his Spanish
Witar snd sinping Sufl num
‘o whiile perensthi Prbdo
Dusinguin Aovuelba was play.
g cajon, & boealerped Ain i
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Music that brings peace
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Sur Jahan (earlier known as Sufi Sutra, 2011 - 2016)

Kolkata 2011-2020, 2023

Goa 2019-2020 (in association with International Center Goa)

Goa 2015-2018 (in association with Directorate of Art and Culture, Goa)

Patna 2014 (in association with Department of Youth, Art & Culture, Government of Bihar)
Partner Festival

Delhi 2012-15 and 2019 (hosted by ICCR)

Dhaka 2015 (hosted by Blues Communication)

2024
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WORLD PEACE MUSIC FESTIVAL

banglanatak dot com
J 188/89, Prince Anwar Shah Road, Kolkata 700045
' hanglanalah com Contact: banglanatak@gmail.com, www.banglanatak.com, www.surjahan.com




